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A nearly two decades-old program to slash climate-warming emissions from transportation could 

cause California gasoline prices to spike as much as 50 cents a gallon in the next two years.

That’s according to staff of the state’s leading air quality regulator, who provided the estimate 

ahead of that agency’s decision to strengthen the program created to discourage gasoline and diesel 

production in favor of cleaner alternatives.

State climate program could 

fuel jump in gas prices
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The California Air Resources 
Board estimates that proposed 
changes to the Low Carbon 
Fuel Standard will increase gas 
prices next year and beyond.
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“I was shocked to see it,” said Danny Cullenward, a climate economist and 

advisor to the state. “A 50-cent increase in the price of fuel is not a small thing.”

Sacramento Bee, 2/23/24


